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Claims 

[ci] We claim: 

l.A method for transferring data in an emission-moni- 
toring system from a first computer to a second com- 
puter, comprising: 

generating a first message containing a first software 
variable having a first site-specific value that is trans- 
mitted from the first computer to the second computer, 
the first site-specific value indicative of whether one of a 
fault event, a maintenance event, or a calibration event 
associated with the first computer has occurred; 
receiving the first message at the second computer, the 
second computer storing the first site-specific value in a 
first record of a first database, the first record being as- 
sociated with the first software variable; 
determining whether the first site-specific value indi- 
cates that an event has occurred; and 
if the first site-specific value indicates that an event has 
occurred, then generating a second software variable 
having both a first predetermined name and a value 
equal to a first standardized value indicating that an 
event has occurred, else generating a third software 
variable having both the first predetermined name and a 



value equal to a second standardized value indicating 
that an event has not occurred. 

[c2] 2.The method of claim 1, wherein the determining 

whether the first site-specific value indicates that one of 
a fault event, a maintenance event, or a calibration event 
has occurred comprises determining whether the first 
site-specific value is equal to a site-specific event indi- 
cator value indicative of an occurrence of an event. 

[c3] 3.The method of claim 1, wherein the fault event occurs 
when an emission monitoring device generates a mea- 
sured value that is not substantially similar to a prede- 
termined value when the emission monitoring device is 
monitoring a calibration gas. 

[c4] 4.The method of claim 1, wherein the maintenance event 
corresponds to a value indicating that the first computer 
is non-operational. 

[c5] S.The method of claim 1, wherein the calibration event 
corresponds to a value indicating that the first computer 
is receiving calibration data from at least one emission 
sensor. 

[c6] 6.The method of claim 1, further comprising displaying 
one of the second and third standardized values on a 
computer monitor. 



[c7] 7.The method of claim 1, wherein the first software vari- 
able has a site-specific software variable name. 

[c8] S.The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

generating a second message containing a fourth soft- 
ware variable having a second site-specific value that is 
transmitted from a third computer to the second com- 
puter, the second site-specific value indicative of 
whether one of a fault event, a maintenance event, or a 
calibration event associated with the third computer has 
occurred; 

receiving the second message at the second computer, 
the second computer storing the second site-specific 
value in a fourth record of the first database, the fourth 
record being associated with the fourth software vari- 
able; 

determining whether the second site-specific value indi- 
cates that an event has occurred; and 
if the second site-specific value indicates that an event 
has occurred, then generating a fifth software variable 
having both a second predetermined name and a value 
equal to the first standardized value indicating that an 
event has occurred, else generating a sixth software 
variable having both the second predetermined name 
and a value equal to the second standardized value indi- 
cating that an event has not occurred. 



9.An emission-monitoring system for transferring data 
from a first computer to a second computer, comprising: 
a first computer configured to generate a first message 
containing a first software variable having a first site- 
specific value, the first site-specific value indicative of 
whether one of a fault event, a maintenance event, or a 
calibration event has occurred; 
a second computer operably coupled to the first com- 
puter, the first computer further configured to transmit 
the first message to the second computer, the second 
computer further configured to store the first site- 
specific value in a first record of a first database, the first 
record being associated with the first software variable, 
the second computer further configured to determine 
whether the first site-specific value indicates that an 
event has occurred, wherein when the first site-specific 
value indicates that an event has occurred, the second 
computer is configured to generate a second software 
variable having both a second predetermined name and 
a value equal to a first standardized value indicating that 
an event has occurred, wherein when the first site- 
specific value indicates that an event has not occurred, 
the second computer is configured to generate a third 
software variable having both the second predetermined 
name and a value equal to a second standardized value 



indicating tliat an event has not occurred. 

[clO] lO.The emission-monitoring system of claim 9, further 
comprising: 

a third computer operably coupled to the second com- 
puter, the third computer configured to generate a sec- 
ond message containing a fourth software variable hav- 
ing a second site-specific value, the second site-specific 
value indicative of whether one of a fault event, a main- 
tenance event, or a calibration event associated with the 
third computer has occurred; 

the second computer being operably coupled to the third 
computer, the third computer further configured to 
transmit the second message to the second computer, 
the second computer further configured to store the 
second site-specific value in a fourth record of the first 
database, the fourth record being associated with the 
fourth software variable, the second computer further 
configured to determine whether the second site- 
specific value indicates that an event has occurred, 
wherein when the second site-specific value indicates 
that an event has occurred the second computer is con- 
figured to generate a fifth software variable having both 
a second predetermined name and a value equal to the 
first standardized value indicating that an event has oc- 
curred, wherein when the second site-specific value in- 



dicates that an event has not occurred the second com- 
puter is configured to generate a sixth software variable 
having both the second predetermined name and a value 
equal to the second standardized value indicating that 
an event has not occurred. 

[cii] Il.The emission-monitoring system of claim 9, wherein 
the fault event occurs when an emission monitoring de- 
vice generates a measured value that is not substantially 
similar to a predetermined value when the emission 
monitoring device is monitoring a calibration gas. 

[ci2] l2.The emission-monitoring system of claim 9, wherein 
the maintenance event corresponds to a value indicating 
that the first computer is non-operational. 

[ci3] iS.The emission-monitoring system of claim 9, wherein 
the calibration event corresponds to a value indicating 
that the first computer is receiving calibration data from 
at least one emission sensor. 

[ci4] l4.The emission-monitoring system of claim 9, wherein 
the first software variable has a site-specific software 
variable name. 

[ci5] is.An article of manufacture, comprising: 

a computer storage medium having a computer program 
encoded therein 



for transferring data in an emission-monitoring system 
from a first computer to a second computer, the com- 
puter storage medium comprising: 
code for generating a first message containing a first 
software variable liaving a first site-specific value that is 
transmitted from the first computer to the second com- 
puter, the first site-specific value indicative of whether 
one of a fault event, a maintenance event, or a calibra- 
tion event associated with the first computer has oc- 
curred; 

code for receiving the first message at the second com- 
puter and storing the first site-specific value in a first 
record of a first database, the first record being associ- 
ated with the first software variable; 
code for determining whether the first site-specific value 
indicates that an event has occurred; 
code for generating a second software variable having 
both a first predetermined name and a value equal to a 
first standardized value indicating that an event has oc- 
curred, if the first site-specific value indicates that an 
event has occurred; and 

code for generating a third software variable having both 
the first predetermined name and a value equal to a sec- 
ond standardized value indicating that an event has not 
occurred. 



[ci6] l6.The article of manufacture of claim 15, wherein the 
fault event occurs when an emission monitoring device 
generates a measured value that is not substantially 
similar to a predetermined value when the emission 
monitoring device is monitoring a calibration gas. 

[ci7] i7.The article of manufacture of claim 15, wherein the 
maintenance event corresponds to a value indicating that 
the first computer is non-operational. 

[ci8] iS.The article of manufacture of claim 15, wherein the 
calibration event corresponds to a value indicating that 
the first computer is receiving calibration data from at 
least one emission sensor. 



